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Abstract:
This study aims to examine the traditional markets in the Ajaylat area from
a geographical perspective by analyzing their spatial, economic, and social
characteristics, as well as identifying the challenges they face and ways to
develop them. The study relied on a descriptive-analytical approach
supported by field surveys, library sources, and maps, in addition to using
geographical analysis tools to determine the spatial distribution of the
markets.
The results showed that the traditional markets in Ajaylat represent vital
centers for economic and social activity, contributing to the marketing of
agricultural and artisanal products, providing employment opportunities,
and enhancing social interaction among the city’s residents and neighboring
areas. It was also found that Ajaylat’s geographical location along the
coastal road contributed to stimulating commercial movement and attracting
both traders and consumers.
Despite this significance, traditional markets face several challenges, most
notably weak infrastructure, lack of organization and management, absence
of essential facilities, increasing competition with modern markets, as well
as environmental and social impacts associated with congestion and waste
accumulation.
The study concludes that developing traditional markets requires improving
infrastructure, enhancing organization and management, activating
environmental monitoring, and supporting micro-financing for local artisans
and traders. Such measures would enhance the efficiency of traditional
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markets and their role in supporting the local economy while preserving the
cultural and social identity of the region.

Keywords: Traditional markets, local economic development, social and
environmental challenges
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