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The impact of the zawiyas and their religious and social role in
Kairouan during the eighth century AH

Abstract

The zawiyas emerged throughout the countries of the Arab Maghreb and
North Africa as religious, scientific and social institutions possessing material
and moral power with an effective and significant influence on society in all
areas of political, economic, social, intellectual and cultural life. The zawiyas
played Established in Kairouan in the eighth century AH, it played an
important role in the religious and social life of the local Kairouan
community, as the functions and impact of these institutions varied in society,
from religious influences represented in worship and Sufism to scientific
influences in spreading science and social assistance to the local population
by providing food to the poor and needy and providing Shelter for travelers
and students of knowledge and knowledge, and resolving some of the
disagreements and disputes occurring in society in accordance with Islamic
law and the social customs and traditions known in the local community, as
well as its contribution to extending a helping hand to the population when
some natural disasters occur, such as drought and the country being exposed
to locust attacks, in addition to providing security in the areas. Which exists
through its attempt to calm the tribal and Bedouin communities that were
attacking urban areas, assaulting the peaceful residents, and stealing their
crops and livestock. These corners also contributed at that historical stage to
the mobilization of people and their participation alongside the Hafsid forces
in confronting foreign invasions and attacks on the country.

Keywords : Al-Zawiya, Kairouan, the eighth century AH, society
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