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Standard and auditory irregularities in metrical patterns

Triliteral and Quadriliteral

Dr. Faraj Muhammad Jumaa Ammari
Lecturer, Faculty of Education, Al-Qasia — Al-Zaytuna University
Abstract
Morphologists in their study of morphological structures and patterns seek
to identify the origins of each form, what has been added to it, deleted from
it, substituted, or vocalized within it. They also highlight instances in Arabic
speech that deviate from the standard rule, not fitting neatly into regular
patterns—a phenomenon termed "shudhiidh" (irregularity). This concept, as
established in their scattered opinions across morphological texts,
encompasses two types: qiyasi (analogical) and sama‘1 (auditory). This
study examines irregularity in both types, accompanied by examples that
elucidate its causes and the manner in which it deviates from the expected
original usage.
Prior studies on irregularity have focused on terminological analysis and
examples of words departing from morphological rules, yet they overlooked
the semantic dimension. Given that Arabs rooted all their speech in
purpose—assigning specific meanings to each pattern and form—this
research underscores the need for a study addressing this gap. It specializes
in clarifying these two concepts and highlighting the semantic purposes
embedded in each irregular example presented.
Keywords: Irregularity (shudhiidh), analogy (qiyas), audition (sama‘),
analogical irregularity, auditory irregularity.
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