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Suspense and Its Relationship to the Elements of Cinematic Language
Mohammed Ali Al-Zamim
Summary:
This research examines the concept of "suspense" as a pivotal dramatic
element and its relationship to cinematic language and its various
components (image and sound). The research aims to demonstrate how the
script, dramatic structure, shot sizes, camera movements, and sound
techniques contribute to creating a state of anticipation and engagement in
the viewer. The research concludes that suspense is not merely an event, but
rather the product of the synergy of technical and artistic elements,
including lighting, editing, and the score, to achieve maximum
psychological impact. The research yielded several key findings, most
notably that suspense in cinema is a "language of movement" and a "logic of
images" before it is words. The study also demonstrated that cinematic
language possesses tools that surpass narrative in terms of pacing and plot
intensity. Recommendations include: employing silence and sound effects
creatively and not relying solely on dialogue to explain events, and utilizing
camera angles (such as low or oblique angles) to enhance the characters'
psychological states instead of relying solely on traditional angles.
Keywords: Suspense, Cinematic Language
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